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was still a minor, two of his brothers and the son of the last Shang ruler made a concerted uprising.  The Chou capital was in the valley of the. Wei, whereas the Shang still had their residence, as in the past, in North Honan.  The Duke of Chou led out a punitive expedition to the east and spent several years in North Honan consolidating the supremacy of his royal house.   The Shang ruler and one of the rebel brothers were executed and the Duke's other brother was banished. So as to render the Yin (or Shang) house harmless, their power in the region of their former capital was broken and their suzerainty over the Shang peoples given over by the Duke to a loyal brother who reigned over the state of Wei, north of the great Shang city.  A brother of the last Shang ruler, who had quarrelled with the sovereign and seemed for that reason trustworthy, was given the state of Sung in south-west Honan. This state lasted until 286 B.C., and it was here that sacrifices to the Shang ancestors continued.   This may perhaps explain why the bronze art of the so-called Huai styie came to flourish so late here.
When the young king Cheng reached his majority his uncle the Duke handed over power to him.   In accordance with his father's wishes the young sovereign ordered the building of a second residence further east at Lo-yang on the Lo River, not far from where the latter meets the Yellow River. He himself, however, continued to reside at Hao in the valley of the Wei.  The Chou court did not finally move to Lo-yang until 770 B.C.   The history of the dynasty thus divides into two periods—the Western Chou and the Eastern Chou. We shall not trace the course of this history here. Briefly it was a feudal state whose vassal princes became more powerful and independent as the king's suzerainty became more purely formal, but the slow decay of the central power lasted for more than half a century and this political decadence did not arrest the growth of Chinese civilisation.
The ancient Chou cities Feng and Hao in the region of the Wei have not yet been excavated and so we know less about early Chou archaeology than we do about the Shang. This gap had been partly filled by the excavation of the Chot
198area inhabited by barbarians. The world to them was a square with sides some 10,000 li long (a li was about five hundred yards). (From A. Herrmann: Lou-Ian, Leipzig, 1931.)
